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Dear Committee Members:

The Smithsonian Institution's National Air and Space Museum welcomes over 9 million
vtgitorl each year from all over the world. In a continuing effort to present meaningfirl,
educational exhibits that entertafui and infomr the public, itre trrtuseum is planning Jnew
exhibition entttleA America by Air that will take visiton on a journey th.iugh *Jrristo.y orair bansportation in the United States, from the carly years ofAi, Mm to ti'" rrt eg. ",ia
beyond.

Air Traffic Control is an important part of America's air tranqportation story, and it is
addressedthroughout the exhibition's four units. In addition, it is^given a mor" iocused
heatment in a dedicated 100 square-foot area. This unit will ieature a 3 to S-minute video
F"Tg 9" p"tt of a single flight from take-offto landing, surounded by text and activities
that further explain the principles described in the video

We are very interested in including elements of NASA's Future Air Traffic Management
Concepb Evaluation Tool.fAtcET) as part of the air taffic control unit'nAmerici r'y )ir.
This interagtive display will adapt key elements of FACET to highlight our nation's alr
transportation system in a user-friendly manner that will educate and entertain audiences of
all ages. [t will slso raise public awareness of the role of scienoe and technolory in our daily
lives.

Our current schedule calls for the air taffic contol unit concepts to be fully fleshed out in
late May.and early June of this year. We appreciate NASA's support of this endeavor of
national interesg and look fonrard to working with the FACETieam to develop aprogram
that enhances the goals of America by Air ana the National Air and space Musium.
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Sincerely,

x%z*26
F. Robert van der Linden
Curator of Air Transportation
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